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Symbolic violence towards working women in
Egyptian society
field study in cultural anthropology

Abstract:

* This study aims to define symbolic violence among working women and by
identifying it manifestations and the reasons of practicing symbolic violence, and
how to confront it, and this study depend on the anthropological approach through
qualitative tools as in-depth interview, this study applied on a sample of 50 Females
employee in Cairo University, and the study depends on theory of social domination
and Pierre Bourdieu’s theory in symbolic violence, and the study reached a set of
results, including:

* The concept of symbolic violence among the sample of the society study
is unclear, and there is a conceptual confusion between symbolic violence and
psychological violence.

* there is a relationship between masculine domination. and the practice of
symbolic violence towards working women, which is determining in obtaining women’s
financial dues.

* It is the man who formulates the concept of symbolic violence and the woman
who reproduces it through socialization.

* The academic community plays a vital role in the increasing rate of symbolic
violence against working women.

 There is a variation in the images and patterns of symbolic violence experienced
by working women, which were represented by the looks of inferiority, humiliation,
ridicule, exploitation, and the imposition of certain decisions by the family.

» There are bad psychological effects that leave their effects on working
women facing symbolic violence. According to Bourdieu, symbolic violence is the
most influential pattern of violence in its victims, as it is actually more dangerous than
physical or physical violence.

Key words:
» symbolic violence, working women, social domination theory, masculine

domination.
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